REPORT OF KERN RIVER wATER MASTER

Description of Service Areca

The Kern River runoff, which flows out of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, is
entirely absorbed for beneficial uses on the floor of the San Joaguin Valley in
taree general areas. These areas are the First Point service area, the Second
Point service ares, and the Lower River service area, Incorporated herein as
Pilate 1 is a map of the Kern River service aress,

dator diverted from Kern fiver betweeon First Point of Measurement, which
i
ol

is located in Section 2, T. 22 S., R. 28 and Second Point of Measurement

1

which is located in Section 24, 7. 30 S., R, 25 E.,

. AT

Point service area, , | o

The major entities diverting water within the First Point service area are
the North Kern Water Storage District, Kern County Land Company, Kern County Canal
and Water Company, Anderson Canal, Inc,, Buena Vista Canal, Inc,, Central Canal
Company, The Farmers Canal Company, East Side Canal Company, Kern-Boquillas Com-
pary, James Canal, Inc., Joyce Canal, Inc., Kern Island Canal Company, Kern River
Canal and Irrigating Compamy, Ploneer Canal, Inc., Plunket Canal, Inc. and Stine
Canal, Inc,

The Second Point service area embraces those entitles which divert water
from Kern River between Second Point of Measurement and the Wasco-Paso Robles
Highway (Highway 466), located along the north line of Township 27 South, Range
22 East, MDB&M, Entities in the Second Point ares are the Buena Vista Water
Storage District, Miller & Lux, Incorporated and Buena Vista Assoclates Incorporated,

Haclenda Water District and Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District are
the major entities in the Lower River arez, whlch extends northerly from the Wasco-
Pago Robles Highway to end including the Tulare Lake ares,

Allocation of Runoff
Kern River runoff 1o allocated to the ‘'irat and Second Polnt service areas

in accordan e with that certain contract kno 1 a3 the Miller-Haggin Agrsement,
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daved July 23, 1838, and recoried in the offie
County, California, in sgook I of jgreements, st &, au nemended and supple-
mented, In additlon, the water is =llocsated -mong the Firr i sevond Point,
and Lower River users in accordance with the "Kern Kiver Water Zignts and Storage
Agreement®, by und among Buena Vista Water Storage District, ilorth Kern Water
Storage District, Tuiare Lake Basin Water Storage Iistrict and Hacienda Water
District, cated December 31, 1262,
Isabella Reservoir began operation on April 16, 1934, 0Gn November o, 1063,
"Agreerment for the Lstablishment and Maintenance of Minimum Recreation Pool
» 000 Acre Feet in Isabella Reservoir", between Buena Vista water Storage
District, North Kern Water Storage District, Tulare Lake Basin water Storage
District and Haclenda Water District, and the County of Kern, was entered into,
In essence, this agreement provides that water in Isabella Reservoir will not be
withdrawn for irrigation purposes below 30,000 acre feet,
Records_of Flow
In accordance with provisions of the Miller-Haggin Agreement, measurements
and records of flow at First Point and Second Point of Mesjurcrment have been main-
tained since 1894, Included as Plate 2 is a table which sets forth pertinent
information regarding Kern River runoff and absorptions for beneficial use within
the Kern River service area during the 70~year period of record,
Studies by Mr. €. E, Grunsky, as reported in Bulletin 100, Irrigation Iu-
vestigations of the U.S. Department of Agricdlture, and subsequent records by the

U.8. Geological Survey and others, indicate that the entire Kern River runoff has

been absorbed within the Kern River service area slnce 1878. These reports state

that 1878 was the most recent year in whizh the water level in Tulare Lake was

high enough for water to flow out to the Pacific Qcean. The complete absorption
of the Kern River water supply by the Kern Rivar water users is thus clearly

demonstratecd,




Aiso included, as Plate 3, ic a1 graph of Kern Hiver runotf -2

of Measurement for the 7C-year perios of record, portraying the -mnual runotf of
river errarged in order of magniiwie. This rrupa illusirates
freavency he various annual ssmounts of Kern niver H wrratic Tlows
of Kern Hiver., The runoff exceeds the average in only one-
Jonvercely, in -wo-thirds of the years :
than average. Thus, water Jefiriencies zre normal in

Additional Water Requests

The shortage or defiviency of water within the Kern River service area is
substantial, This shortage is well demonstrated by the positive efforts of ihe
irrigation users to import additional water supplies. Since shortly after the
U.S. Bureau of Reclaration completed c¢onstruction of the Friant-Kern Caral, the
Kern River water users have maintained standing requests for additionsl water,
The quantity of water actuzlly acquired by Kern River water users [rom the Friant-
Kern Canal is shown in Column &, Page four of Plate 2. The Kern County Water
Agency has also contracted with the State of California for the dellvay of
1,000,000 acre-feet of water annually, By resolution, Buena Vista Water Storage
District has indicated to the Kern County Water Agency its desire to purchase
85,000 acre-feet annually of eiditional uate; as soon as possible. Before Decam-
ber 31, 1963, Tulare lLake Basin Water Storage District entered into a contract
with the State of California to purchase an annual supply of 110,000 acre-feet,
and Hacienda Water District entered into a contract to purchase an annual supply
of 8,500 acre-feet,

Conclusion

For more than 7C years all Korn River water has been utilized beneficial-

’

ly; in fact, there is a serious shortage of water, Thls shortage is further

emphasize ! by the positive actions to cont it for blmported supplies, Ay decrease




in the supply of Kern Hiver water availabie to C CRuTens woul: cause fur-

ther declirnes the ground-water tuble, Witn ! nherent incresses in owoll d

pump costs, and coudd ~uwuse serious crop und {irnancial lorues,

2

Approved on behalf of the
rIRST POINT SERVICE AREA:

\ LA
By o> W Vol Lo
.o Ho Williams, C,E,.#1131%
Engineer, lorth Kern Water
Storage District

Approved on behalf of the
SECOND POINT SERVICE AREA:

By 2//( a2 /é
H. K. Russell, C.E,#11732
Engineer-Manager, Buena Vista
Water Storage District

Approved on behalf of the
LOWER RIVER SERYICE AREA:

<

By - f\(f 2
S. M. Barnes, C.E,#173
Engineer, representing Tulare Lake
Basin Water Storage District and
Haclenda Water District

Dated: February 4, 1964
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